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All Saints’ History… A Thumbnail Sketch 
Elsie Beck Glickert 

 
It was the turn of a new century (1901), the population of St. Louis City was 
increasing, and the city was abuzz with elaborate plans for a World’s Fair. 
 
The Archdiocese of St. Louis was looking to its future expansion far out west of 
Skinker and the city limits.  This western neighborhood was a jumble of social 
activities.  The Delmar Race Track straddled Skinker and Delmar running west to 
its Eastgate and Westgate entrances and, adjacent west of the track, was the 
beautiful Parkview Gardens Amusement Park with a garden theater, a ballroom, 
restaurants, pubs, a roller coaster, and a swimming pool complete with a sandy 
beach. These establishments were served by the Delmar Streetcar which ran on or 
off the tracks and looped at the end of the Parkview Gardens Amusement Park 
(Kingsland Ave.).  Just to the west on Delmar a 5 story octagonal building was 
under construction to house the Woman’s Magazine Building Publishing 
Company. 
 
To the north of Olive Street Road (formerly the Old Plank Toll Road) was a 
neighborhood of modest cottages with Irish and German immigrant families 
(Cunningham Industrial Park), and no place to practice their faith.  These residents 
were the inspiration for the creation of a new parish.  The new parish boundaries 
were roughly Union and Lindell Blvds on the east, Easton Ave (MLKing) on the 
north, Partridge on the west and Clayton Road on the south.  There was a great 
amount of land but not too many people and no financial support from the 
Archdiocese.  Thus, on Sept. 18, 1901, Archbishop John J. Kain created the new 
All Saints Parish and assigned Father John J. Long as the first Pastor.  The name 
all saints was to prove to be prophetic. 
 
Father Long celebrated the first Mass on December 1, 1901 in a parishioner’s 
home.  By October 1902, a two story frame church was built at 63rd NS Maple, just 
south of the Cunningham Park neighborhood.  The frame building was painted 
green and served as church and school.  Three Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
and two lay teachers started the school which had an enrolment of 167 children in 
eight grades.  These students came from as far west and 82nd street, trudging along 
muddy Olive St. Rd. whose only lights were gas lamps – and no sidewalks. 
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The World’s Fair came and went in 1904. 
 
By 1905 the races at the Delmar Race track came to a halt by order of the 
Governor of Missouri.  The Parkview Gardens Amusement Park also soon after 
ceased operating. 
 
Wagon loads of stone from nearby Lamb’s Quarry traveled over muddy roads.  
Transportation was basically horse-drawn wagons and buggies and an occasional 
automobile.  Streetcars were an important form of public transportation.  
Eventually the Kirkwood-Ferguson Streetcar would operate on Maple passing in 
front of All Saints Church. 
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Outmigration from St. Louis benefitted the new parish, and by 1912, it was 
obvious new parishes would be needed.  The green church was bursting at the 
seams.  Fr. Long purchased a parcel of land in the area where the horses once 
raced.  This area was to be zoned for single family residential homes.  At that time, 
because of population growth, the Archdiocese began to carve from the original 
All Saints’ boundaries.  From 1910 until 1940 the following parishes were created 
from our boundaries:  St. Catherine, St. Rita, All Souls, St. Roch, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Christ the King, and St. Patrick’s.  This was a dramatic reduction for All 
Saints.  As fate would have it, the zoning on the new property was changed from 
single-family-residential to multiple-dwelling, creating the first subdivision of 
apartment buildings.  
 

  
 
 In 1915 Fr. Long was transferred, and Fr. Joseph McMahon became the second 
pastor of All Saints.  Fate moved on. 
 
The parish had a Mission in 1917 preached by two Redemptorist Fathers.  It is said 
(tongue-in-cheek) they preached so much Hell and Perdition that the church 
burned.  The fire was Feb. 22nd (Washington’s Birthday) and, fortunately, there 
was no school that day.  No one was injured.  But the church was destroyed!  And 
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the recently purchased land on the former race track became the new location for 
the church and school (Westgate and Clemens). 
 

  
 

  
 
 
The new 2 ½ story building was built of native stone hewn from parishioner 
Nicholas Lamb’s Quarry (now Metcalf Park) and dedicated in 1918.  Mass was on 
the top floor, and the remainder of the building was dedicated to the eight grades.  
The Sisters of St. Joseph continued to staff the school.   
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The 1920 Orphans’ Picnic – a Fund-raiser for Needy Kids 

 
In 1921 the former rectory on Maple was replaced with 6403 Clemens, and three 
years later the convent was purchased at 6321 Clemens.  Both buildings had been 
constructed as two - family flats but were remodeled to accommodate the needs of 
the three priests and the sisters.  From 1902 until the purchase of the convent in 
1924 (22 years), the sisters had a daily commute.   
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 All Saints School-Church and Rectory 
 

  Covent for Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondolet 
 In 1932 Fr. McMahon and Fr. George Ryan “traded” parishes.  Fr. George Ryan 
came from Holy Guardian Angels and Fr. McMahon took up residence there as 
Pastor. 
 
Father George Mary O’Ryan was a “missionary” from Ireland’s Maynooth 
Seminary.  He was part of a group of Irish missionary priests who came to St. 
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Louis, who affectionately became known as the FBI (Foreign Born Irish).  His 
charge from the Archbishop was to pay off the debt at All Saints and to build a 
new church. 

  Paying off the debt in the heart  of the Depression was a great challenge and was 
accomplished through bingo in Ryan Hall once a week, $1.00 per month tuition, 
card parties, bazaars, penny carnivals, corned beef and cabbage dinners, chicken 
dinners, fish frys.  It was an active time and every known means of fund raising 
was used.  And “Frugality” was Father Ryan’s middle name.  It should be 
mentioned there was no Archdiocesan Expansion Fund from which the pastor 
could borrow funds.  When it came time to plan for a new church, money shopping 
from bank to bank occurred.  Finally, Fr. Ryan was successful in persuading the 
Cass Ave. Bank to lend the money (and he was forever grateful to that bank). 
Construction began on the new church when ground was broken June 29, 1936, 
and dedication occurred in 1937.  Henry Hess was the architect, who also designed 
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Rosati-Kane High School and Kenrick Seminary.  The octagonal design fit the 
contour of the land.  Traditionally, Catholic churches in St. Louis were gothic 
architecture.  Because of the largely Jewish population in the neighborhood, many 
people assumed this was a new synagogue, certainly not a Catholic church!  The 
budget did not permit marble for the interior, much to our benefit for good 
acoustics.  The octagonal shape blends with the gospel reading for the All Saints 
Day Mass which is the Eight Beatitudes.  The Eight Beatitudes message is further 
conveyed in the stained glass windows designed and installed by the Emil Frei 
Studio in 1948.  The art glass in the windows is from Germany.  The wording 
above the main altar is also from the All Saints Day liturgy:  “Rejoice and be glad 
for your Reward is very great in heaven.” 
 

  The missionary priest form Maynooth Seminar in Ireland, having completed his 
charge from the archbishop to pay off the debt and build a new church, died in the 
rectory in 1962 after 30 years of true dedication. 
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 Father Ryan and the First Graduating Class from the new Church 
 
 
The next 50 years would yield a litany of pastors and administrators beginning 
with Fr. Edward Biggins, followed by Fr. Russell Obmann (later Monsignor), Fr. 
Nicholas Schneider (later Monsignor), Monsignor Joseph O’Brien, Fr. Maurice 
Byrne, Fr. Vernon Gardin (later Monsignor), Fr. David Thomas, Monsignor 
George Lucas (later Archbishop), Fr. Donald Molitor, Fr. Vincent Heier, Fr. 
Kenneth Brown, Monsignor Mark Ullrich, and Monsignor Michael Witt. 
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 “The Zombies” 18 to 80 Athletic Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Many changes were to come, in the liturgy and in the community.  
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 Monsignor O’Brien and Deacon Bob Roberson handing out candy 
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In the mid 60’s University City had declared an “Open Door Policy” (three years 
prior to the Supreme Court decision declaring fair housing).  The Archdiocesan 
Human Relations Commission was influential in this decision.  St. Louis’s 5,000 
real estate dealers and their bankers reacted to this new policy by redlining and 
steering.  They would bring no white buyers north of Delmar. 
 
There was a great need for good housing for minority people.  Thus began 
segregated housing patterns in the parishes and many of the neighborhoods in 
University City. 
 
Under urban renewal, familiar landmarks began to disappear.  Where was Simon 
Sorkin’s Kosher Meat Market with the neighborhood shul upstairs?  (During Lent, 
altar boys going home after serving Stations of the Cross, would be called into the 
shul to turn off the lights in preparation for the Jewish Sabbath. 
 
The Cunningham Park neighborhood was to become the victim of eminent domain 
under urban renewal.  The streets were too narrow for the fire trucks to negotiate 
with cars parked on either side and no driveways or alleys.  Residents were given 
the financial option to relocate elsewhere in University City.  Some remained in 
the parish, others did not.  This neighborhood was the genesis for All Saints parish 
founding in 1901.  It should also be mentioned that these same residents were 
responsible for the incorporation of University City.  Without their signatures for 
incorporation, E. G. Lewis (U.City’s founder) would have had insufficient 
signatures, so sparse was the population. 
 
Our roots were shaken.  Population was dwindling.  The Latin Mass was out; 
English was in.  Where was stability? 
 
Father Russell Obmann entered at this juncture in 1968 with great enthusiasm and 
a lot of energy.  This was his first pastorate.  He and his mother were very 
generous to All Saints.  Work was needed in all four buildings beginning with 
good cleaning and cosmetics.  In church, the traditional painted statues were 
replaced with beautiful wooden hand carved statues from St. Joseph’s Orphanage 
in Hsinchu, Taiwan.  This orphanage was founded by a French missionary to care 
for abandoned infants of the Euro-Asian or Amer-Asian lineage.  The stained glass 
windows were covered after a stray rock cracked a window.  All Saints School was 
merged with St. Patrick’s in 1968 and closed after four years.  The Parish School 
of Religion opened with Earl Smith, an attorney, as principal and an all volunteer 
staff for 8 grades and no tuition.  Fr. Obmann was elevated to Monsignor and 
transferred. 
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Redlining and racial steering continued. The other octagonal building (City Hall) 
pioneered code enforcement legislation and occupancy permits to save the city 
from residential overcrowding and to insure a sustainable community. 
 
From this time forward part-time pastors assigned to All Saints would have 
important Archdiocesan duties. 

 
 

 By 1968 Vatican II changes were beginning to materialize when Fr. Nicholas 
Schneider came as pastor.  He was executive Secretary to the Archdiocesan 
Commission on Music and Art.  The church was to experience a dramatic change.  
The altar was moved so that the priest could face the congregation. The canopy 
over the main altar was removed, the original crucifix replaced, and the wall 
paintings covered.  The original choir space, to the west of the main altar, was 
enclosed.  Life took on a new experience so far as music was concerned; Sunday 
Mass was always a surprise.  Guitars appeared, the Christones sang, a harpsichord 
played or Bluegrass appeared.  Abe Lyman’s “Amen” was in; Gregorian Chant 
was not. 
 
The first lay man was ordained a Deacon. 
 
Still redlining continued.  An ecumenical group of men from Jewish and Christian 
congregations had been meeting for dinner periodically since 1963.  They 
organized “Fair-in-the-Square” sponsored by all denominations in University City.  
It was a huge success putting our best foot forward with pride, joy, and enthusiasm. 
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Fr. Schneider organized our 75th anniversary celebration.  He was elevated to 
Monsignor and transferred. 
 Father Joseph O’Brien, who was Director of Radio and TV for the Archdiocese, 
became the pastor in 1977.  He was plagued with falling ceiling tile in the church.  
Scaffolding almost became part of the church decorations.  Eventually a new roof 
solved the “falling stars”.  A 4:30 Mass on Saturday afternoon was well attended 
by neighborhood golfers.  Fr. O’Brien’s suggestion for removing the altar railing 
was met with strong opposition from the parishioners, so just the gate was 
removed.  The tabernacle was moved from the main altar to the side altar to “bring 
Jesus closer to the people”.   At some point a serious house fire occurred in the 
rectory, caused by a faulty fireplace on the second floor.  Renovations restored the 
building to its original style which had been modernized by Fr. Obmann.  Fr. 
O’Brien was elevated to Monsignor and transferred. 

              “Falling Stars” and Major Roof Repair 
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 Women were permitted to become Eucharistic Ministers. 
 
In 1992 the convent was closed and sold.  During the 70 years the school was 
open, 120 Sisters of St. Joseph served us as educators. 
 
From 1994 until 1998 priests were assigned for very brief periods of time until 
Father Donald Molitor arrived. 
 
Enter Bingo – thanks to Art and Meg Wynkoop, the financial transfusion important 
to a shrinking parish began.  
 
Father Molitor served on the faculty of Kenrick Seminary.  During his tenure the 
Archdiocese sponsored St. Louis City and County “cluster” meetings to determine 
the sustainability of various parishes.  Meetings were held from June 1998 until 
March 2000.  St. Catherine’s was merged with Christ the King, All saints became a 
“mission church” with an “administer”.  As our administrator, Fr. Molitor began 
preparations for our 100th anniversary. 
 

 Father Molitor, Tom Saliba, and Father Heier 
 In 2000 Fr. Vincent Heier arrived just in time for the 100th celebration in 2001.  

His responsibility to the Archdiocese was Inter-faith Commission work.  For the 
100th celebration, an anonymous donor contributed funds for the air conditioning 
of the church.  The title of “administrator” was returned to “pastor”. 
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 All Saints at One Hundred Years 
 
Father Kenneth Brown, also a full-time educator, replaced Fr. Heier in 2008.  He 
was responsible for landscaping the grounds. 
 
Monsignor Ullrich became pastoral administrator in 2010.  His residency remained 
at the Cathedral, and he celebrated daily Mass and Sunday Mass at All Saints. 
 
In 2011, Fr. Michael J. Witt, a noted historian, and a Professor of History at 
Kenrick Seminary became the Pastor.  Shortly after his appointment he was quietly 
elevated to Monsignor.  In his short tenure, the tabernacle has been returned to the 
main altar, the organ counsel moved to the first floor, the choir moved from the 
east side of the church to the west side, and the Eight Beatitude windows newly 
recovered with plexiglass protective covers.  A major construction project 
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improved the structural integrity of Ryan Hall’s north side.  Monsignor has also 
introduced a “State of the Parish” meeting of the parishioners, giving transparency 
of the finances. 
 
Since our founding 113 years ago, 30 diocesan priests have served us as pastor or 
associate pastor.  Their legacies live on. 
 
The parish name “All Saints” has proved to be prophetic inasmuch as the 
apartments surrounding our church have, over these many years, housed refugees 
from all parts of the world experiencing strife.  This neighborhood has been a new 
home to people from Germany, Russia, Poland, Hungary, Cuba, Ethiopia, Asia and 
Africa…and the list goes on.  There is no one ethnic group predominating.  Today 
students occupy many of the apartments where Jewish families formerly lived.  
Parkview Gardens can truly be called “off campus” housing for Washington 
University. 
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In 1901 Delmar west of Skinker was a jumble of activity with World’s Fair 
preparations, Delmar Race Track and Parkview Gardens Amusement Park…Is it 
not a jumble of activity today, 113 years later? 
 
The other octagon building built in 1901 (City Hall) is the octagon of power; our 
octagon (All Saints) is the octagon of prayer.  Today both are diverse and 
sustainable. 
 
 

  
 


